
 

 

 

 

Press Release 
 

PORTO SOCIAL SUMMIT, INFORMAL MEETING OF EU HEADS OF STATE OR 

GOVERNMENT, EU-INDIA LEADERS’ MEETING 

7 and 8 May 2021 

    

The Portuguese Presidency of the Council of the European Union (PPEU) will be organising the 

Porto Social Summit on 7 May, in conjunction with the European Commission. The summit will 

be attended by Heads of State or Government of the European Member States, the President 

of the European Commission and Commissioners responsible for social areas, the President of 

the European Council, the President of the European Parliament and representatives of political 

groups in the European Parliament, European social partners and representatives of civil society. 

This summit is being held four years after the last meeting of European leaders on the subject 

of social issues, which was held in Gothenburg in November 2017 and where the European Pillar 

of Social Rights was proclaimed, in the form of a set of 20 principles that have been guiding the 

European social agenda. The aim of the Porto Social Summit is to put these principles into 

practice, contributing to building a social Europe that is stronger and better prepared to 

successfully respond to the post-COVID social and economic recovery and the challenges of the 

twin climate and digital transitions, without leaving anybody behind. 

The Social Summit is a concrete example of the motto of the Portuguese Presidency – “Time to 

deliver: a fair, green and digital recovery” –, promoting the creation of more and better jobs, 

matching skills to present and future needs, reinforcing social protection and fighting against 

poverty.  

This will be an opportunity to build a broad political commitment between Member States, 

European institutions, social partners and civil society, creating the best political conditions for 

the implementation of the Action Plan that will put the European Pillar of Social Rights, as 

presented by the Commission on 4 March 2021, into practice. The Action Plan proposes 

European goals to increase employment rates to 78%, improve skills and reduce the number of 

people at risk of poverty by 15 million, of whom 5 million will be children.  

The final document from the Porto Social Summit will be presented to the President of the 

European Council as a contribution to the informal meeting of EU Heads of State or Government, 

who will also address these issues the next day (8 May). It is hoped that this will give the  



 

 

 

 

implementation of the Action Plan for the European Pillar of Social Rights and the reinforcement 

of the European social model a strong political boost from the highest level. 

This meeting will be preceded by a working dinner on the evening of 7 May for the Heads of 

State or Government, who will discuss the pandemic situation in Europe and foreign policy 

issues. 

After the informal meeting of EU Heads of State or Government, also on 8 May, there will be a 

High-Level EU-India Meeting, with the participation of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi via 

video conference. The aim of this meeting is to reinforce strategic dialogue between the 

European Union and India. The fight against COVID-19, vaccines, cooperation in the digital sector, 

the partnership for connectivity, climate action and the main international and regional issues 

will be discussed in a political dialogue between the two strategic partners. The relaunch of trade 

and investment negotiations will open up new opportunities in the context of the post-COVID 

economic and social recovery in the two regional areas. This EU-India Leaders’ Meeting falls 

under the scope of one of the main priorities of the Portuguese Presidency, which consists of 

reinforcing the strategic autonomy of a Europe open to the world, focusing here on the Indo-

Pacific region.  

Logistics, safety and sanitary measures 

The safety rules and sanitary measures in place for the events to be held in Porto on 7 and 8 

May are set out in the Media Guide.  

However, the Presidency reserves the right to change the rules on entering, circulating and 

remaining in the meeting areas (including the work areas set aside for the accredited press at 

the events) due to the health situation, for the safety and protection of all.  

Press pools and the Media Centre 

Press pools will be organised for specific events up to one and a half hours before the scheduled 

times for doorstep statements, roundtables and press conferences and are the responsibility of 

the PPEU communication team. The specific times for organising these pools will be announced 

in good time in the work areas set aside for the press – in the workroom at Alfândega do Porto 

on 7 May and in the Press Centre in the Palácio de Cristal gardens on 8 May.  

The Press Centre is open from 7 am to midnight on Friday 7 and from 6 am to 10 pm on Saturday 

8. 

 

https://www.2021portugal.eu/en/media/media-guide-porto/


 

 

 

Sanitary measures 

We would like to remind you that to access the venues for the events on 7 and 8 May, including 

the Press Centre and other areas reserved for the press, all participants must present a negative 

result of a PCR test carried out in the 72 hours prior to the start of the events. If the PCR test 

was done more than 72 hours previously, participants will have to take a rapid antigen test, 

which can be done in the test centre provided by the Presidency.  

We would also like to alert you to the fact that it takes several hours to get the results of PCR 

tests, so we strongly advise you to bring your PCR test results with you for immediate access to 

the venues for the events on 7 and 8 May.  

Journalists who need to present a negative PCR test result to travel back to their countries of 

residence/origin may have the test done at the test centre provided by the Presidency, free of 

charge.  

 

 

 

Porto, 7 May 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For further information: 
 

Alexandra Carreira 

alexandra.carreira@mne.gov.pt 
00 351 919 503 405 

Marta Loja Neves 

marta.neves@mne.gov.pt 
00 351 919 672 835 
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