
 

 

Framework  

It is unquestionable that climate change and the inevitable digital transition present challenges which 

require European countries to adapt and find sustainable and structural solutions that do not 

compromise human, social and economic development. It is also irrefutable that young people are 

disproportionately affected by the impact of these processes - emerging jobs which require new skills; 

automation of industries and new forms of work; - especially following the financial crisis in 2007 and 

more recently of the impact of the global pandemic in education and employment; and poverty, social 

exclusion, along with mental health problems. With more than 4 million young people out of 

employment, and another 18 million at risk of poverty and social exclusion, the protection systems are 

failing to effectively support them and Europe is struggling with the challenges of an ageing population. 

It is therefore of utmost priority for European institutions, Member States and social partners at the EU 

and national level to take a compromise with younger generations when conceptualizing, developing 

and implementing social policies.  

Therefore, on the eve of the Social Summit in Porto, the Portuguese National Youth Council, in 

partnership with the European Youth Forum, with the support of the Portuguese Presidency of the 

Council of the EU, invite relevant stakeholders at the EU and national level to discuss pathways to 

ensure that the implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights and its Plan of Action provides 

targeted and clear policy actions and initiatives to ensure a just and fair social Europe for younger 

generations. 

Taking place within the framework of the Portuguese Presidency of the Council of the European Union, 

this roundtable seeks to particularly reflect on recommendations at the national and European level that 

can positively and systematically ensure that young people benefit from the implementation of the action 

plan. Thus, this roundtable aims to: 

- Identify key messages to put forward to EU institutions, Member States and social partners 

during the Social Summit regarding the safeguarding of young people’s rights in the 

implementation of the European Pillar for Social Rights and its plan of action; 

- Discuss concrete policy proposals to ensure a just and fair transition for young generations; 

- Share best practices at the national and European level and how they can be translated into 

the plan of action. 

http://www.cnj.pt/
http://www.youthforum.org/


Programme 

 

16:00 | Welcoming 

16:15 | Roundtable European Pillar of Social Rights: A Youth Pledge for a just and fair social Europe 

17:00 | Debate  

17:30 | Networking & Refreshments 

 

Location: Porto  

 

More info: helderyse.rendall@cnj.pt ; william.hayward@youthforum.org  

 

Registration: https://cnj.typeform.com/to/obJi21as 

 

Registration is mandatory due to the limited capacity of the venue and to respect COVID-19 safety 

guidelines. 

  

Further details about the event will be sent to registered participants. 
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